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INTERNET@MYSCHOOL 
PROVIDING YEMENI SCHOOLS WITH INTERNET ACCESS AND 

DIGITAL LITERACY TRAINING  

 
An ISOC Yemen flyer. Photo credit: ISOC Yemen 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Internet@MySchool is an initiative by ISOC Yemen that seeks to set up Internet access 

hotspots and provide training in ICT skills through workshops and lectures to secondary 

school students, as well as by commissioning training materials in the local language 

(Arabic) in four schools in Sanaa and Aden in Yemen. 
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CONTEXT 

Yemen is among the countries with the lowest rates of internet penetration in the Middle East 

region, with penetration only at 15 percent. The country also lacks access to 3G connectivity 

and has suffered damage to key internet infrastructure owing to the ongoing civil war. 

 

Yemen 

Population 

(UN, 2015) 
25,535,086 

Fixed broadband 

subscriptions (%) 

(ITU, 2016) 

1.65 

Population density 

(people per sq.km) 

(UN, 2015) 

48.37 

Mobile cellular 

subscriptions (%) 

(ITU, 2016) 

67.17 

Median household income 

(Gallup, 2006-2012) 
US$ 3,178 

Individuals using the 

Internet (%) 

(ITU, 2016) 

24.6 

Education  

(Mean years of schooling)  

(UNDP, 2013) 

Male: 3.8 

Female: 1.2 

Individuals using the 

Internet by gender (%) 

(ITU, 2016) 

N/A 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Internet@MySchool proposes a two-pronged approach: first, to connect six schools to the 

internet through wireless hotspots, and second, to train secondary school students through 

workshops, lectures, and material in the local language. ISOC-Yemen has received a grant 

under the Beyond the Net grants program for the deployment of Internet@MySchool in 

2016-17. The project is identifying schools in areas relatively shielded from the conflict to 

deploy wireless hotspots.  

The chapter seeks to introduce an Arabic-language illustrative primer for secondary school 

students who have never been exposed to the Internet before.  Multiple workshops, and guest 

lectures to train students in information and communications technologies are being put 

together, along with contests to engage the students and measure their progress in adopting to 

the Internet.  Their stories and experiences are to be documented and disseminated to 

illustrate the transformative power of the internet.  

PROGRESS AND RESULTS 

By the end of 2017, the project has trained 300 high school students from four schools in two 

cities in Yemen. Two contests to engage with youth, as well as multiple workshops and guest 

lectures are being put together to create heightened awareness of the Internet in Yemen’s next 

generation.  
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CHALLENGES 

Stable infrastructure: The ongoing conflict causes frequent power outages and disrupts 

communications. Solar generators and alternative sources of electricity are required to power 

devices that provide Internet access. 

Low level of ICT skills training among youth: Youth are not readily exposed to training in 

information and communication technologies at the school level in Yemen currently. 

Lack of availability of local language content for ICT training: Materials in Arabic for 

the purposes of educating the youth in ICT skills are presently unavailable. 

ISOC YEMEN’S SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE PROJECTS 

Local content development for ICT training shows promise as a unique way to engage 

with Internet newcomers -- ICT skills training and provisioning at schools provide the next 

generation with critical skills to access and use the Internet for their benefit. This is especially 

true when the training incorporates elements of local language and culture, in contexts such 

as the middle east 

SOURCES 
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